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we know the good things of which our 
country is capable. 
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Now, I do need to thank some of our 

fellow Members; specifically, the chair-
woman of my committee, the Energy 
and Commerce Committee, Chair-
woman RODGERS, Chairman SAM 
GRAVES of the Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee, and Chairman 
COMER of the Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee for their hard 
work in delivering for the American 
people by bringing these bills to the 
floor and helping ensure that commit-
ment to America and the future. 

The Republican majority has again 
demonstrated that our governing agen-
da will be devoted to improving the 
lives of our Nation’s citizens. Our gov-
erning majority will continue to focus 
on the issues that matter most to our 
people: combating the rising energy 
costs, sky-high inflation, rampant 
crime, our porous southern border, and 
the fentanyl crisis. 

These are the issues that the Amer-
ican voters rightfully demand that 
their Representatives address. The Re-
publican majority is committed to 
solving the crises that the previous 
Democratic majority has inflicted on 
our Nation. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong opposition to the rule providing for 
consideration of H.R. 382—Pandemic is Over 
Act, H.R. 497—Freedom for Health Care 
Workers Act, H.R. 139—SHOW UP Act of 
2023, and H.J. Res. 7—Relating to a national 
emergency declared by the Presidenton March 
13, 2020. 

House Republicans have professed a com-
mitment to transparency and fairness that al-
lows all voices to be heard in the legislative 
process. 

Yet, by House Republicans choosing a 
closed rule, have denied this body the right to 
weigh in on the rules or these bills. 

Republicans are attempting to push through 
statements of principle that represent the en-
tirety of the House without any reasonable 
consideration. 

These bills have not been adequately con-
sidered in committee hearing by the com-
mittee of jurisdiction. 

Amendments to these bills have not been 
raised or debated. 

Now, with this closed Rule, members are 
unable to offer any amendments to each of 
these bills. 

The business of the House is of the utmost 
importance to the American people. 

Democrats remain committed to putting peo-
ple over politics. 

During 2020 within my District, the COVID– 
19 pandemic was surging and I worked des-
perately to bring COVID–19 testing and then 
vaccines to communities in need throughout 
my district. 

At the time many Republican leaders re-
fused to even acknowledge the reality of the 
pandemic. 

Now the Republicans are furthering their 
narrative and lack of action on COVID–19 by 
attempting to normalize and even deny the 
horrors of the pandemic. 

We should never forget the lives lost and all 
that we have learned for the pandemic. 

In Harris County, over 11 thousand people 
have died of COVID–19 since 2020. Every 
one of those lives was important and we must 
work together to save every life possible. 

Vaccines have saved lives and continue to 
save lives. 

The issue of the pandemics’ ongoing nature 
is a complex one that will need to consider po-
tential seasonal surges and the need for an-
nual vaccines. 

The Republicans today barely secured a 
majority in the House and only chose a 
Speaker from their party after 14 votes. They 
cannot claim to have any mandate from the 
public. 

We must continue to keep COVID–19 front 
of mind and create a plan of shifting to living 
with COVID–19 rather than these brash polit-
ical statements. 

I, for one, care about the safety of 
healthcare works, the safety of my constitu-
ents, and the safety of workers. 

The fact is that we must continue to identify 
the best way out of the COVID–19 pandemic 
with careful consideration of the science, and 
strategic plans that consider the uniqueness of 
each of the communities that we represent. 

The rule before us makes bold unsubstan-
tiated claims that threaten the safety of our 
healthcare workers, teleworkers, and the con-
stituents in each of our districts. 

There is a better way forward. 
We must have more discussion and debate. 
I cannot in good conscious support this rule. 
The material previously referred to 

by MCGOVERN is as follows: 
AMENDMENT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 75 

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: 

That upon adoption of this resolution, it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 7) relating to a na-
tional emergency declared by the President 
on March 13, 2020. All points of order against 
consideration of the joint resolution are 
waived. The amendment printed in section 5 
of this resolution shall be considered as 
adopted. The joint resolution, as amended, 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the joint resolu-
tion, as amended, are waived. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the joint resolution, as amended, and on any 
further amendment thereto, to final passage 
without intervening motion except: (1) one 
hour of debate equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure or their respective designees; 
and (2) one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution, it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 139) to require Executive agencies 
to submit to Congress a study of the impacts 
of expanded telework and remote work by 
agency employees during the COVID–19 pan-
demic and a plan for the agency’s future use 
of telework and remote work, and for other 
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The amend-
ment printed in section 5 of this resolution 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability or 
their respective designees; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit. 

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution, it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 382) to terminate the public health 
emergency declared with respect to COVID– 
19. All points of order against consideration 
of the bill are waived. The amendment print-
ed in section 5 of this resolution shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The bill, as amended, 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and on any further amendment 
thereto, to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce or their respective 
designees; and (2) one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 4. Upon adoption of this resolution, it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 497) to eliminate the COVID–19 vac-
cine mandate on health care providers fur-
nishing items and services under certain 
Federal health care programs. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. The amendment printed in section 5 
of this resolution shall be considered as 
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against 
provisions in the bill, as amended, are 
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, 
and on any further amendment thereto, to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce or their respective designees; 
and (2) one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 5. The amendment referred to in each 
of the other sections of this resolution is as 
follows: 

‘‘At the end, add the following: 
‘‘This Act shall not be effective unless and 

until the date on which the Director of the 
Congressional Budget Office certifies that 
this Act will not result in a decrease to So-
cial Security benefits.’’. 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time, and 
I move the previous question on the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 17 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BICE) at 1 o’clock and 30 
minutes p.m. 
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